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TAGS: PHUM, PREL, PGOV, AR, FR 

SUBJECT: ARGENTINE NAVAL OFFICER ASTIZ FOUND GUILTY OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS BY FRENCH COURT 

1. (U) ON MARCH 16 NEWS REACHED ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS 
GROUPS THAT A CRIMINAL COURT IN PARIS HAD CONDEMNED TO 
LIFE IN PRISON ARGENTINE NAVAL CAPTAIN ALFREDO IGNACIO 
ASTIZ . ASTIZ WAS FOUND GUILTY AFTER BEING TRIED "IN 
ABSTENCIA" FOR THE KIDNAPPING, TORTURE AND MURDER OF TWO 
FRENCH NUNS IN DECEMBER 1977 DURING ARGENTINA'S "DIRTY 
WAR" . HIS CASE RECEIVED INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION WHEN HE 
WAS CAPTURED BY THE BRITISH DURING THE FALKLAND /MALVINAS 
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WAR. THE BRITISH REFUSED TO TURN HIM OVER TO FRENCH 
JUSTICE AT THAT TIME SINCE HE WAS A PRISONER OF WAR, AND 
ASTIZ REFUSED TO RESPOND TO QUESTIONS POSED TO HIM BY 
FRENCH COURTS. ASTIZ HAS GIVEN AMNESTY FROM PROSECUTION 
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BY ARGENTINE COURTS IN LATE 1987 UNDER THE GOA' S "DUE 
OBEDIENCE" LAW, AND REMAINS ON ACTIVE NAVAL DUTY. 
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2. (U) NEWS OF THE FRENCH COURT'S DECISION CHEERED 
ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS. THEY NOTED THIS WAS THE 
FIRST TIME A FOREIGN COURT HAD ACTED AGAINST AN ARGENTINE 
MILITARY OFFICER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS COMMITTED IN 
ARGENTINA. THEY RECOGNIZED THIS DECISION WOULD HAVE 
LITTLE BEARING ON ASTIZ* LEGAL STANDING IN ARGENTINA BUT 
CONSIDERED THE CONVICTION A "MORAL" VICTORY FOR HUMAN 
RIGHTS IN GENERAL. OFFICIALS OF THE GRANDMOTHERS OF THE 
PLAZA DE MAYO TOLD EMBOFF THEY CONSIDER ASTIZ A 
"PRISONER" IN HIS OWN COUNTRY, SINCE THEY BELIEVE HE 
WOULD BE SUBJECT TO ARREST AND DEPORTATION TO FRANCE IF 
HE WERE TO LEAVE ARGENTINA. 

3. (U) ON MARCH 21 THE ARGENTINE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
ISSUED A STATEMENT DENYING THE RIGHT OF A FRENCH COURT TO 
TRY ASTIZ FOR THESE TWO MURDERS. WITHOUT NAMING ASTIZ, 
THE STATEMENT NOTED THAT "THE GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA 
DOES NOT RECOGNIZE THE RIGHT OF ANY FOREIGN COURT TO TRY 
PERSONS OR FACTS WHICH HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED TO ARGENTINE 
JUSTICE, AND OVER WHICH COMPETENT ARGENTINE COURTS HAVE 
APPLIED THE CURRENT LAWS OF ARGENTINA." 

4. (C) COMMENT: THE GOA STATEMENT CAME AS NO SURPRISE 
TO LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS. THE ATTITUDE OF THE 
GRANDMOTHERS PUTS THE BEST FACE ON A DIFFICULT, 
FRUSTRATING CASE. THE MFA STATEMENT WAS BRIEF AND 
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SIMPLE, INDICATING THE GOA HAS NO INTENTION OF GIVING 
THIS MATTER ANY SIGNIFICANT ATTENTION IN ORDER TO AVOID 
MAKING IT A POTENTIAL ISSUE WITH THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT. 
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